October 8, I96<t 


Ml SI Cheryl Welch 
1418 Argyll 
Topeka, Kansas 

Dear Cheryl: 

There Is absolutely nothing I can add to the 
nunerous hawspaper reports and the findings of 
the Warren Conniisslon with regard to the deaths 
of President Kennedy and Lee Harvey Oswald. 


Very truly yours, 



Chief of Pol ice 
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Wallkill N Y 


Police Ckief Jesse Curry 
Dallas, Tex. 

Dear Mr. Curry 

I am a retired American citizen 70 years old and a 
veteran of World War 1. 

As a hsbby, I have recently started saying remembrances of the 
terrible tragety that happened to our late President Kennedyt 

Would you be s» kind, Mr. Curry as to sign the enclosed card 
as I would like to have it amongst my eoleotion very much. 

Thanking you for this big favor I am 



AUGUST W. FOLKARD 

BOX 254 R.F.D. 0. 


Kimberly Coin & Stamp Museum 
l(-36 N. Main Street 
Kimberly, Wisconsin 


October 29, 1S6^ 


Chief of Police 
Chief Curry 
Dallas, Texas 

Dear Sir: 

With the help of Mrs. Rose Kennedy's secretary, we are In 
the making of a special John F. Kennedy section for our 
museum. We are getting signatures on First Day Covers 
(like the two Inclosed) of all the people and friends of 
our late President. 

Your signature on both of these covers would give our 
museum another "Building Block." 

I am enclosing a self-addressed and stamped envelope for 
your convenience. Return the cover In these envelopes. 

Thank you very much for your cooperation. 


Numlsmatioally, yours. 



T.W. Van Hlmbergen 


cc/rk 


Novwibar 12, 1964 


Jl« 6mmI 

V*n Matt Artlwr StrMt 
Llncalnwoad llltiwit 

B««r Jin: 

If It mm penirMible for to riUMliwts Infonw. 
tion about th« MMtilMtlon It m>tU b* la^dbU to 
roply to th* himrfrods of In^lrlat wteh •• yourt Mhteh 
I hov* rocatvod tinea MovMbor il, I963. 

I w SMra yoo will bo abto to find oil tNa InforMtlon 
you raiiuira froB the Warron CewilMloii't offl«l«l 
roport. 

Very truly your*. 


ai 


J. E. Curry 
Chlaf of Pelloa 


3^1 ^ y, (mUi 


(/J/t/Ji Man. 


NATIONAL GUARDIAN N.Y., N.Y. 


on 


WRlTtR POSTtll-ATK A CONSHRA cTiNVOLVINC 7 I 

/ A theory 

/ THE PARIS Exprtm. one of Europe's 
I most imporiact and Innuenttal week- 
ly oapers, gR>'e prominent display to » 
series at arUcles by ThomM Buchanan 
on the Oswald case iPeb. ao- MWI 37. Mar. 
5), drawing atuntlon to them with three 
Iiill-pa«e covert, of which one c^jej 
- the MPtlon: ■OSWALD DID HOT 
SHOOT." Buehanwi wm Introduced edi- 
torially to readers as a line novellrt. war- 
time arUUery captain and mfttheniatlclwj 
'xho had scientlllcftlly assembled the 
tacts about President Kennedy's assMsl- 
natlon and with "Impressive logic" put 
forward a theory based upon them. 
L'Exprew fluoted this letter from the 
first U.S. publisher to whom Buchanan 
submitted hla text": 

"Your demonstration la brilliant . . • I 
think no one wlU dUprove It . . . Alter 
'■ my lirst discussion with our vice presi- 
dent «B decided, however, not to publish 


Kennedy killing 


it I am «ure that someone wUl take the 
risk . . . Brtelly. I suppose «e are cowaros 
, . . foraiva us." 

Buchanan besan by eiamiiUng the ot- 
ticUl version ol the assasslnatioii — "s 
mm initial ehan.es. Its """"S!*?; 
a,ral»»H»le. .10. wlj* 
readers are alra«ly famUlar. He has too 
muoh respect - lor ""JSTS" °L * 
OTat OS. hoeWUl" to heUm » 
-mlsasa- a bullet .ouiU M ™™?f ■ 
back and .ln»d th. death c«tlIWte 
without "bolherln, to «™ S" 
With re,ai» to the posslblUt, ol the 
sBarpsBootlna perlormance atOlKUed » 
Oswald. Buchanati wrot«: ii J"^ 
i.ts a sinale man capable ol "U. ""'J 
man would have to be one ot the •Beet 
shots m the world, not a former MorUie 
with less than average skill-" 
THE PRINT8: Buchanan pohited out 
[hat the only Oswald tmaerprinta lound 


(palm prints cannot prove idenUtyiwere 
on a box In tto rotan where Oswald 
worked— a perlectly normal thing. In 
BuSanan said. U OswaW made 
S prmt. on Uie boa Ju« belor. the 
crime, he could not have been wearM 
gloves and co.«e<ineiitli would have Wl 
Imu also on the rlHe. (According to the 
"lldal atory he could not have had time 
to wipe oH Biich prlnu nor to remove the 
Swder-tracea which mM rille 
would have lelt on hla cheek.) 

Altogether. Buchanan round In the of- 
Oclal story "eight extt«nely »">»•»'•• 
not to say maieriaUy Imposslblo allega- 
SSa-all ol which, however, are cssen- 
S to the Iheory <»" •JS'! "S? 

siSTaSSSSr-a* «. p«- ua- 


Match 28. 1964 


Kennedy killing 


Assassin Ka. 1 was concealed by Os- 
wald in the sixth-floor room of the lat- 
ter's place of worlc since the previous 
night, and smoked the cigarettes whose 
empty package was found there lOawald 
was a non-smokeri. On the fatal mom- 
iiing. assassin No. 2 took up his position 
on the railroad bridge from which the 
Kennedy procession was a perfect target, 
and fired the first shot, which entered 
the President's throat. The second shot, 
which wounded Texas Gov. John B, Con- 
iially, was fired by assassin No. 1, who 
fired again, hitting Kennedy In the back 
of the skull. The rifle had been brought 
to him In the morning by Oswald. 

The gunman at the sixth-floor window 
was placed there as Insurance against 
ffo. 2's falling to get onto the railroad 
bridge; to create a diversion so the latter 
could get away: and because It was ne- 
cessary that shots be fired from the build- 
ing where the "fall guy," Oswald, was 
employed. If there were two assassins, 
there were two weapons, which would 
explain the confusion In the official 
.stories about "'the weapon" and about the 
telescopic sight being fitted both In Chi- 


cago and in Dallas. 
ASSASSIN A COPI Since the police Im- 
mediately surrounded the Book Deposi- 
tory, how did assassin No. 1 get away? 
"The answer that seems to me to Impose 
itself," Buchanan wrote, "is that he worfl 
a police uniform. And unless he has been 
killed since, I believe he still wears it." 
He left in a patrol wagon while Oswaltt 
waited in the canteen of the bulldinf. 
How did Oswald get away, with pollc* 
encircling the building? The answeri 
"Accomplice No. 2, the police officer who 
gave the order to let him through." 

Oswald left the building at 12:aS pia.; 
at 12:3S. according to Time, the police 
broadcast to all patrols his color, height 
and weight In an order to apprehend 
him — having "discovered, with a speed 
unprecedented In criminal history, the 
guilty man in a murder without wit- 
nesses nor avowals." The official explan- 
ation of this seems to be that, the police 
having roimded up from the streets ftU 
90 employes of the building except Os- 
wald, Oswald's absence made them sus- 
picious, whereas presence In the bulldinf 
shortly before aroused no suspicion at all. 
This, for Buchanan, only pointed to ac- 
complice No. 3— the police officer who 
broadcast the "stop Oswald" order, and 
who "already knew the role of Oswald in 
the conspiracy." 

Accomplice No. * was not In police 
uniform but had the Job of following Os- 
wald. His existence Is Indicated by the 
speed with which the police were inform- 
ed which way Oswald was going, and the 
details later given about what was "said" 
In the bus. where he got off. how lar he 
walked before finding a taxi, and the 
taxi's number. These details were all 
supplied by "Witnesses" who mysteriou*- 
ty disappeared when reporters sought 
them. Oswald may have tried to conceal 
where he was going, but "Che police al- 
ready knew his address," Yet althouglt 
they knew it. no one awaited him at tab 
home, no one tried to prevent him from 
getting his revolver. 

TIFPIT'S DEATH: J. D. Tlpplt, a netf 
neighbor of both Oswald and Ruby, knew 
the latter well and appeal's to have also 
known the former, npplt was waiting 
alone In a patrol car— which was not 
only against the niles. but "inconceiv- 
able" In an area that was being combed 
(or an armed murder suspect. For what- 
ever reason Tlpplt's normal patrol-car 
companion inever Identified) was absent. 
TlDDlt would have time to pick up an- 
other policeman before 1:IS, when he 
stopped Oswald. But Tlpplt was accom- 
plice No. i, whose risky mission was Ut 
intercept the fugitive and do it alone. 
Oswald, a witness has stated, smiled on 
approaching him; Oswald had been as- 
sured that he would be gotten out of th* 
country, and this was presumably the 
rendetvous. According to the script of the 
conspiracy Oswald would try to draw htl 
gun: Tlpplt would kill him in legitimate 
self-defense: and "the only suspect, the 
Pldel Castroist. the fanatical Commuinst, 
would be silenced forever." Tlppit was 
too slow on the draw. Accomplice No. 4 
[allowed Oswald Co the movie house. Hw 
only alternaClve was then the one which 
was to have been avoided at all cost*— 
Co take Oswald alive. 

While the press was being told that 
one man has planned and executed Ken- 
nedy's assassination, the police did not 
at first accuse Oswald of complicity U 
that, but concentrated on interrosatlnt 
him about the murder of Tlpplt. DntU IM 
was shown to the press. Oswald did not 
know that full responslblUty for kllllna 
the President was being pinned on him. 
He Insisted on his right to a lawyer, 
which was denied; If he had seen one. his 
OrsC question would have been: "What 
chance have I of getting out of this alive 
If I name mv accompliceiS?" 

Ruby kept him from ever aEking the 
auestlon. Buchanan went no further on 
Ruby's murder of Oswald, out of respect 
for Ruby's right Co defend himself before 
a court of Justice, a right which he de- 
nied to Oswald. iThe articles appeared 
before the Ruby verdict.) Let Ruby be 
placed In an asylum for life or until he 
recovers his memory. "On that day. when 
he remembers names and places, we shall 
be able to ask him what happened to hla 
old friend 'Needlenose' Labrlola, who 
was lilted by aCrangulaClon in 1SS4." 


6R POSTULATES A COh4SHRACY INVO LVING 7 PERSONS 

A theory on Kennedy killing 


T HE PARIS Eipm*. one oi Europe! 
most impoiMuit and Inlluenttal week- 
ly oaoerB, ga,-e prominent display to a 
seriea at anicies by Thomw Buchanan 
□n the Oswald case tFeb. afr and 27. Mar. 
5) drawing attenUon to them with three 
tuil-page oovera. Of which oi» 
- the caption: "OSWAUJ DID NOT 
SHOCyr." Buehanan wM Introduced edi- 
torially to reader, as a fine >»r*l"- 
time arUUery captain and mathematiciaB 
who had sclenUllcally assembled the 
tacts about President Kennedy's assassi- 
nation and with "impressive logic put 
forward a theory liased upon them. 
VExvnu quoted thla letter from ifte 
first U.S. publisher to whom Buchanan 
submitted his text": 

"Your demonstration ii brilliant ... I 
think no one will disprove it . . ■ After 
'■ my first discussion with our vice presi- 
dent we decided, however, not to publish 


It I am sure that someone wlU take toe 
rlst . . . Briefly. I suppose we are cowards 
. . . forgive us." 

Buchanan began by eiamlnliw the of- 
ficial version ol the ",J^! 
many Initial changes. ""{""SS 
and abaurdltte. with which OUMUJIAN 
readers are already familiar. He haa too 
much respect" for *e surgeoM of a 
great Ufl. ho«)lUl" to believe ^MV^y 
"mtised" a bullet wound in Kennews 

without ■■bothering to turn Wm ov«; 

wis, r.,ud to th. 

.hun^ootln. Pi!''°'^" *'"P;™„ 

1,1, . iMU mm cmbl. ol ;'"■ ">" 

„„ wouia ».< to M one 01 the 'Met 

shots to the world, not » lormer Marine 

■lith less then average atin" 

THE PRINTS! Buchanan pointed out 

that the only Cwald tingerprlnte lound 


loalm prmtfl cannot prove IdenUtyi were 
oh a box In the room where On/aid 
,orked-a perlecUr notmalthlng. In 
an, can. Bnchanan aald. U Omald mada 
S Snta on tBo im »» belore a. 
S... Be c»M not h.«. »~° 
glovea and eooaeoneiitlj would have lell 
St. also on th. rme. lAooirdM to the 
official .tory h. could not have had tline 
S wipe off ™rh prlnU i»r to r.«ove the 
powder-tracaa which firing the rifle 
would have left on hla cheeli 

Altogether. Buchanan found "i "" of- 
ficial .tory "eight extremely Improbable. 
S?to 7S maWlally Imoo-lbl. aUega- 
Zna- all ol which. howevcrj« e«en- 
ial to the theory that Owald ac»d 
^ne Buchanan then proceeded to build 
£"'SS^ on a. ba«. of Brown 
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Kennedy kiUing 


I No. I was concealed by Os- 
wald in the slxth-tloor room of the lat- 
Ler's plac« of work since the previous 
night, and smoked the cigarettes whose 
empty package was found there lOswald 
was a non-smoker). On the fatal mom- 
iilng. assassin Ho. 2 took up his position 
on the railroad bridge from which the 
Kennedy procession was a perfect target, 
and tired the first shot, which entered 
ihe President's throat. The second shot, 
which wounded Texas Oov. John B. Con- 
nally. was fired by assassin No. 1. who 
tired again, hitting Kennedy In the back 
of the skull. The rifle had been brought 
to him In the morning by Oswald. 

The gunman at the sixth-floor window 
was placed there as Insurance against 
No. 2's falling to get onto the railroad 
bridge: to create a diversion so the latter 
could get away: and because it was ne- 
cessary that shoU be tired from the build- 
ing where the "faU guy," Oswald, was 
employed. If there were two assassins, 
there were two weapons, which would 
explain the confusion In the ottlclal 
stories about "the weapon" and about the 
telescopic sight behig fitted both In Chi- 


cago and In Dallas. 
ASSASSIN A COFT Since the police Im- 
mediately surrounded the Book Deposi- 
tory, how did assassin No. 1 get away} 
"The answer that seems to me to Impose 
Itself," Buchanan wrote, "is that he wots 
a police imlfocm. And unless he has beea 
killed since, I believe he still wears It." 
He left In a patrol wagon while Oswald 
waited in the canteen of the buUdlnc. 
How did Oswald get away, with pollca 
encircling the building? The answeri 
"Accomplice No, 2. the police officer who 
gave the order to let him through." 

Oswald left the building at 12:35 p.m.; 
at 12:38. according to Time, the police 
broadcast to all patrols his color, height 
and weight In an order to apprehend 
him — having "discovered, with a speed 
unprecedented In criminal history, the 
guilty man in a murder without wit- 
nesses nor avowals." The ofClclal explan- 
ation of this seems to be that, the police 
having rounded up from the streets all 
90 employes of the building except Oft* 
wald, Oswald's absence made them su>> 
pl clous, whereas presence in the buUdlnt 
.shortly before aroused no suspicion at all. 
This, for Buchanan, only pointed to ac- 
compUco No. 3— the police officer who 
broadcast the "stop Oswald" order, and 
who "already knew the role of Oswald In 
the conspiracy." 

Accomplice No. * was not In police 
uniform but had the Job of folk>wlng Os- 
wald, His existence is Indicated by the 
speed with which the police were Inform- 
ed which way Oswald was going, and tha 
details later given about what was "said" 
In the bus. where he got off, how far he 
walked before finding a taxi, and the 
taxi's number. These details were all 
supplied by "witnesses" who mysterious- 
ly disappeai'ed when reporters sought 
them. Oswald may have tried to conceal 
where he was going, but "the police al- 
ready knew his address." Yet althouslk 
they knew it, no one awaited him at bli 
home, no one tried to prevent him from 
Betting his revolver. 

TIPriT'S DEATH: J. D. Tipplt, a near 
neighbor of both Oswald and Ruby, knew 
the latter well and appears to have also 
known the former. Tipplt was waltiiw 
Blone In a patrol car — which was not 
only against the rules, but "inconcelT- 
able" in an area that was being combed 
lor an armed murder susiiect. For what- 
ever reason Tlpplt's noimal patrol-car 
companion mever identified) was absent, 
Tipplt would have time to pick up an- 
other policeman before 1:1S. when tie 
.stopped Oawald. But Tipplt was accom- 
plice No. 6, whose risky mission was to 
Intercept the fugitive and do It alona. 
Oswald, a witness has sULted, smiled on 
approaching him: Oswald had been as- 
sured that he would be gotten out of thfl 
country, and this was presumably the 
rendeivouB. According to Ihe script of the 
conspiracy Oswald would try to draw bli 
gun: Tipplt would kill him in legltlmata 
.self-defense: and "the only suspect, tba 
l^del Castrolst. the fanatical Commulnat, 
would be silenced forever." Tipplt wa* 
too slow on the draw. Accomplice No. 4 
followed Oswald to the movie house. Itie 
only alternative was Chen the one whleb 
was to have been avoided at all cost*— 
to take Oswald alive. 

While the press was being told that 
one man has planned and executed Ken- 
nedy's assassination, the police did not 
at first accuse Oswald of complicity In 
that, but concentrated on intenogatlng 
him about the murder of Tipplt. Until he 
was shown to the press. Oswald did not 
know that full responsibility tor kllllnc 
the President was being pinned on htm. 
He Insisted on his right to a lawyer, 
which was denied: If he had seen one. his 
first question would have been: "What 
chance have I of getting out of this alive 
it I name my accomplices?" 

Ruby kept him from ever asking the 
cluestion. Buchanan went no further on 
Ruby's murder of Oswald, out of respect 
for Ruby's right to defend himself before 
H court of Justice, a right which he de- 
nied to Oswald. iThe articles appeared 
before the Ruby verdict.) Let Ruby be 
placed in an asylum for lite or until he 
recovers his memory. "On that day. when 
he remembers names and places, we shall 
be able to ask him what happened to his 
old friend 'Needlenose' Labrlola, wlM 
UBS killed by strangulation In 19S4." 
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^The Gncinnati Post 

and Times^tar 


H: 
Editor BwUtwi Miuftr 

Pb«M 7tl>llll 
9 a^v* Light and th* People Will rind Their Own Wav 


The Police and The 
Press in Dallas 

"It seemed like there was a grtaX demand 
bt; the general public to know what wo* go- 
ing on."— Cfiie/ Jesse E. Curry of th« Dallas 
Police Deportment. 

While exercising admirable restraint in dealing 
with errors and omissions leading up to the assassina- 
tion of President Kennedy, the Warren Conunlssion 
talces a curiously accusing attitude as to the way 
news of that tragedy was handled— by the general 
news media and by the police of Dallas. 

Here was a catastrophe involving the stability 
of the United States government and even the wel- 
fare of the whole free world. The air immediately 
was thick with rumors of plots involving foreign 
governments and domestic conspirators. Mob action 
against suspects was to be feared. Even war was not 
out of the question, should belief spread that tn 
enemy country had a hand in the assassination. 

It was a time when the national interest de- 
manded facts with the utmost speed. It is a matter 
of record that the combined efforts of newspapers, 
radio and TV furnished the facts which reassured 
a shocked nation. 

How thoroughly and how accurately this informa- 
tion job was done is indicated by the Warren report, 
.yter 10 months of work, with the power to call 
witnesses and with all the Government's invesUgative 
facilities at their command, these distinguished and 
able commissioners were unable to develop a single 
new fact of substance. The people had been told the 
truth and. with the exception of some minor details, 
the whole truth, within hours of the event. 

News coverage and police work after the assassma- 
lion were jobs done under explosive emotional ten- 
sion. And yet the Warren report faults it on (to us) 
the hair-splitting grounds that a theoretical jury m 
a theoretical trial of Lee Harvey Oswald might have 
been prejudiced by some of the news reports. 

We submit that the barest bones of evidence in 
this case— which certainly couldnt have been with- 
held even in deference to legaUstlc squeamishness— 
would have caused any citizen to form an opinion, 
In the sense that a juror should enter the box with- 
out intimate prior knowledge of the case, it would 
have been hard to find a wholly unprejudiced jury 
as far away as South Viet Nam. if there. 

And the commission adds, in building up the case 
against press and police; "The erroneous disclosures 
bacama th« basift for distorlad reconatruelions and 
interpretations." What were these errors? A police- 
man looked at the gun and thought it was of German 
make. Actually it was Italian. The chicken bones 
found on the sixth floor of the schoolbook building 
weren't the remains of Oswald's lunch. Another man 
had eaten there. The map found in Oswald's room 
was not, as first concluded, an outline of the Presi- 
dent's route. The name of the taxi driver who picked 
up Oswald was misunderstood. 

None of these errors had any substantial bearing 
on the main storv or confused anyone for long. 

Leadership of the Dallas Police Department obvi- 
ously is in the hands of decent men; pretty competent 
men, too, as is evidenced by their prompt arrest of 
the assassin. 

Over the years they had established a relation- 
ship of mutual respect and confidence with the news- 
men. Aghast St the enormity of the crime which 
had been committed in their city, they didnt stop 
to think that a system which had worked with 
maybe half a dozen reporters wouldn't work with 
the 300 or so who descended upon them. 

This was a serious error, which no one now 
denies, it caused the inexcusable attempt to make 
a public transfer of Oswald to another jail which 
resulted in his death. But It was an error committed 
in a tense, unreal atmosphere by men who lacked 
experience with crime of that enormity. And even 
though it was a terrible blunder, it did develop from 
good intentions. 

The Dallas police beheved that the people had a 
right to know what was beine done. They were 
anxious lo avoid suspicion they had fabricated a 
suspect and were trying to pin something on him. 
They were careful to stop rumors of brutality. As 
one police official said, they didn't want to be accused 
of "Gestapo" tactics. 

If they had it to do over, we are certain they 
would do many things differently— as who among 
all those involved would not?— but in our opimon 
the Dallas Police Department has borne tar more 
than its just share of the blame in connection with 
the assassination, , 

As to the press— newspapers, TV snd ran'o— 
Warren Commission comment as to "regrettable lack 
l^f «H HiKcirlin*." in a wav mav be justified. But 


witnesses anu v.uii oi- .i.i- ; ~t- — - 

iKiUties at their command, these distinguiBhed and 
able commissioners were imable to develop a single 
new fact of substance. The people had been told the 
truth and, with the exception of some mmor details, 
the whole truth, within hours of the event. 

News coverage and police work after the assassma- 
tion were jobs done under explosive emotional ten- 
sion. And yet the Warren report faults it on (to us) 
the hair-splitting groimds that ' X^'°\^}"'^llf^S 
a theoretical trial of Lee Harvey Oswald might have 
been prejudiced by some of the news reports. 

We submit that the barest bones of evidence in 
this case— which certainly couldn't have been witn- 
held even in deference to legalistic squeamishnesE— 
would have caused any citizen to form an opinion. 
In the sense that a juror should enter the box with- 
out intimate prior knowledge of the case, it woum 
have been hard to find a wholly un pre :iud iced lur- 
as far away as South Viet Nam, if there. 

And the commission adds, in building up the case 
against press and police; "The erroneous d'sclosure^ 

interpretations." What were these errors? A police- 
man looked at the gun and thought it was of German 
make. Actually it was Italian. The chicken bones 
found on the sixth floor of the schoolbook building 
weren't the remains of Oswald's lunch^nother man 
had eaten there. The map found in 'J^^}^'^^^ 
was not, as first concluded, an outline of the Presi- 
dent's route. The name o£ the taxi driver who picked 
up Oswald was misunderstood. 

None of these errors had any substantial bearing 
on the main storv or confused anyone for long- 
Leadership of the Dallas Police Department obvi- 
uslv is in the hands of decent men; pretty competent 
, i. .viiimr^H hv their orompt arrest of 


men. 


lands ot decent men; preuy i.ymjj=i="i 
evidenced by their prompt arrest of 
tne assassin. 

Over the years they had established a relation- 
ship of mutual respect and confidence with the news- 
men. Aghast at the enormity of the crime which 
had been committed in their city, they didn't stop 
10 think that a system which had worked wi h 
maybe half a doien reporters wouldn't work with 
the 300 or so who descended upon them. 

This was a serious error, which no one nnw 
denies It caused the inexcusable attempt to niake 
a public transfer of Oswald to another jail which 
resulted in his death. But it was an error "immitted 
in a tense, unreal atmosphere by men who lacked 
experiencr with crime of that enormity. And even 
though it was a terrible blunder, it did develop from 
good intentions. 


!O0Q mienuuua. 

The Dallas pohce believed that the people had a 
right to know what was being do"*- ^"^"^ 
anxious to avoid suspicion they had fabricated a 
suspect and were trying to pm something on him^ 
Thev were careful to stop rumors of brutality. As 
one police official said, they didn't want to be accused 
of "Gestapo" tactics. 

It thev had it to do over, we are certain they 
would do manv things differently— as who arnong 
all those involved would not?-but in our opinion 
the Dallas Police Department has borne lar more 
thfn its just share of the blame in connection with 
the assassination. ,„j,^ 
As to the press-newspapers, TV and radio- 
Warren Commission comment as to "regrettable lack 
of self discipline," in a way may be justified. But 
this was no llOO liquor store holdup. The newsmen, 
too were under unprecedented pressures. 

A principal fault among the news media, it seems 
to u1 was and is failure to Realize that new techniques 
of news eathering are compelled by the coming of 
radio and' TV. particularly TV, 

Formerlv the pack of newsmen would Tiot hiy 
been a fraction of the size of that which gathered 
fn Dallas Nor would it have been encumbered with 
Great cameras, cables, kleig lights, microphones and 
the armv of technicians "f?" tlT^ 

All this caused great confusion in ""^ 
-fact remains that in the case of the brutal tragedy 
In DallTs ihe newsmen, with all their obvious faults 
did get the essential facts out to the country and got 
thern out fast enough to head off the ,^>gly 
that develop automatically when news is suppressed 
or carelessly reported, „„„«„n=h-rt m 

The transition in government was accomplished m 
orderly fashion. There were no mobs, no foreign 

"Tli;e''S?'^gencies involved, the news media made 
■ their mistakes and should profit from '^'S «P«""1" 
and correct them. But the free, if ™P;?rf«t; P"^^ 
did its appointed job in Dallas and for this, the mam, 
the only important feature of its performance, we 
offer no apologies. ^ . 


